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although he was, lived there for several years, Later
he became a religious ascetic and received the name
of Virajanand Swami. Employed as a tutor by the
Maharaja of Ulwar, he resigned his post in a rage,
because his pupil one day missed a lesson. He then
made his way to Mathura. There he decided that
religion was only to be found in the Vedas and in
such Sanskrit books as were written before the
Mahabharata. On meeting Virajanand, Dayanand
asked that he might become his disciple. Viraja-
nand consented and for two and a half years he
taught Dayanand from the vast stores of his own
Vedic learning. But the post of pupil to the hot
tempered anchorite was no sinecure and many were
the stripes that the unhappy Dayanand had to suffer
before he finished his apprenticeship. When at last
Virajanand dismissed his pupil, he gave him this
parting message, 'Teach the people to study the
true books, to believe in one God and in the religion
taught by the Vedas.'
It was on these theistic lines that Dayanand con-
ceived his mission. He first went to Agra, where
he preached a number of sermons denouncing
idolatry. He spoke in Sanskrit of which he was now
a master ; but that language was understood by so
few, that he made little or no impression. From
Agra he went to Gwalior and to Ajmir. In A.D.
1866 he went to Haridwar, where the Ganges issues
from the Himalayas. It was the time of the
Kumbhamela fair, held every twelve years, and in
the presence of the assembled learning and nobility
of India, he denounced the practices of orthodox
Hinduism. The attack was a failure. Still speak-
ing in Sanskrit, his words fell upon ears that had